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January 1959 

MEMORANDUM FOR; Mr. D. J. Clinton, HIS Coordinator 

Otpatisieit oi St ate 

SUBJECT; NIS Annual* 

REFERENCE; Yaar Memorandum dated 7 January 1959 

mm* suojeet 


1. The fallowing comments apply to point* raised in the reference 
miBio random: 


a. The drafting of an outline guide for the KIS Annual is 
now doing undertaken in OBI. t hope in lay this draft guide 

before the NlS Committee in the near future. 

b. It i* true that major now development* of the type for 
inclusion in Section It of the Annual are frequently unrelated 
and that, at first thought, the treatment of each development 
in a subsection ie«»( the easiest and most logical form of 
presentation. The chief objection to this manner of presenta- 
tion is that it encourages production of a complete, detailed 
essay on each subtopic and. hence, of & Section 1 } that is much 
too detailed for an Annual. Section U of the Annual on Denmark 
illustrates this fault. It ha* also been found that subsection 
treatment almost invariably leads to direct repetition of 
material in section* that follow. Section 11 of Chapter 1 also 
deals with a number of aspects which are unrelated encept that . 
they all pertain to the earns country. This section, however, 
employs a blended Style which produces a succinct and forceful [ 
presentation nonrepetitive of other sections in the chapter. 

A similar blended style has been successfully used in several ^ 
Annual Sections 1 1: the ones on Communist China and Turkey 
as originally submitted and the ones on Thailand and Sweden 
after revision. 
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SUBJECT: NIS Annuals 2$ January 1959 


,. ur , a*. The Coocogt statement that the Annual Section 11 -j ra 

I kaa iattiiti 1 a * bat aAf liwit i|fal( 

to purely political material" intends to convoy tb UM tiol 
major now d evelopm ent!* in a couatiy almost invariably ieeiude 
politico! o* politically eoano eted <iov*lopiTaut», U none other; 
but that aaapelittuai development# of major sifjrAficnafff e»e 
included is the section, a* appropriate. 

4. It i # the view of ©jBl that th* 'fiomng slyle" should be 
uoo4 neither in Chapters l-IX. aor in the Annual* Eaansiiaatiftn 
of, any recently paeiisWd ChAfler l wUl revael that the style is 
: „oi o reasonably euccmct type appropriate to o»tk MAUgwce 
presentation* .Moot Stole submission* for the Annual, .«* tb* 
other hood, have been overly 4et*il»U, c ur r«*t«i»telUg*nce • « ype 
presentations. Since the Annual does not stand alone hot is to be 
«ssd in close conjunct^ mtk.C4»i*bv. I# intelligible context in 
, the Annual le eet required. - This content is provided by the 
related Chapter . I, with wh^b : ike Annual ehfuld j*a closely , 
connected by appropriate wording. 

e. The main fault with Section 15 ceatributita# thee far, 
received is that they have contained an as onr.; of detail which 
has made them a pinpointing, wovklng*paprr typo of unit. Only 
the cuUiumliag events in the chronology of a country are needed 
in Section 10. If no m<tk outetanding event occurred in any given 
year, that year ie emitted* The,°Chjr*»oiogy : ‘ of the OSI .Handbook 
was mentioned because it usually consists only of o vents of the type 
described above. Seiefiset ta this ” Chronology” in each, instance 
is unnecessary. All that ie needed is restriction of the section to 
main events sad enclsisiott of neaessential items. 

2. if, pending the issuance of the outline guide mentioned in paragraph 
l.a, above, your HIS coordinators or others desire guidance in addition to the 
Concept of the NIS Annual , this memorandum, and my memorandum of 
I'i" Je cemberHSSjisugge a t that you arrange a conference fur these personnel 
with the Chief, Chapter I Task Group. 

25X1A9 
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